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Abstract 

There is a public perception that Canada is an ideal place for cultivating global citizenship because of its 

culturally plural demographics and official policies of multiculturalism. Global Citizenship Education (GCE) is a 

growing field in Canadian education and is an explicit focus in the Alberta social studies curriculum. This 

thesis brings together four conversations within which multiculturalism and GCE are both related and 

conflated: (a) the public perceptions of Canada as a model of cultural diversity and global citizenship, (b) the 

scholarly discussions of GCE and multiculturalism, (c) the policy context where multiculturalism is set 

alongside GCE, and (d) the practical ways that the two are mutually related in curriculum and lesson 

documents. There are four interrelated sections to this thesis; each identifies the tensions inherent to 

multiculturalism, GCE, and the perceived relationship between these fields. First is a wider philosophical and 

theoretical framing of the topic. 

Second is the examination of educational research on the topic. Third is a critical discourse analysis of 

policy, curriculum, and lesson plan documents in the province of Alberta. Last is a synthesis of the findings 

from all three sections. The analysis finds that there are philosophical and ideological tensions inherent to 

both fields and to the relationships between them. This contributes to conceptual and ideological conflation 

and confusion. This finding raises some important concerns in terms of possibilities and constraints to thinking 

about cultural diversity and social inequities in new ways. It highlights how multicultural contexts of GCE can 

lead to the recreation of tensions, conflation, and ambiguity. However, the Alberta context demonstrates that a 

multicultural context can also open critical spaces and possibilities for GCE through engagements with 
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tensions and complexities. Thus this thesis contributes theoretically, by presenting a framework and 

perspective for interrogating and critically inquiring into the relationship between the two fields. It also 

contributes to the policy and curriculum discussions in educational research and practice by highlighting the 

importance of foregrounding key tensions inherent to each field and by identifying the potential negative 

consequences of leaving these tensions implicit. 
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