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Abstract 

This dissertation examines the potential and character of a global citizens movement to address a 

paradigm shift towards a just and sustainable planetary future, and the role development education can play 

in facilitating such a process. It argues that a “great transition” is necessary to move beyond the current 

anthropocentric and unsustainable growth, market, profit and competition based system, resulting in 

exploitation of people and planet. As planetary democratic mechanisms to address global challenges don’t 

exist, global civil society is the only force that can address such a profound change process. However, the 

NGO sector became largely co-opted by the system it claims to change. Relinking institutionalised civil 

society, in particular big NGOs, with social mobilisations and grassroots experimentation is crucial to build 

systems of influence that can address systemic change. A multi-layered, non-hierarchical and inclusive global 

citizens movement should move from a focus on policy change to nourishing radical alternatives and 

addressing values, discourse and culture that constitute the understanding of what is possible. 

This research builds on 12 interviews with local movement organisers, international NGO leaders, global 

activists and development educators from 6 continents on the character, potential and challenges of a global 

citizens movement. Three essential elements for the advancement of a global citizens movement are 

identified: The acknowledgment of the need for a great transition, a changing role and practice of NGOs, and 

a focus on cultural transformation. It concludes that development education can play a crucial role in 
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facilitating the re-appropriation of political change by citizens if focused on values, emancipation and social 

transformation. Through such a shift in concept and practice, and indeed the re-linking with its radical roots, 

development education can move from the margins to the centre of the development discourse and become a 

central force for transformational change. 

 

  


